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THE WHITE HOUSE

April 9, 2008

Dear Friends,

Welcome to the Mosaic Foundation’s 11th
 Annual Benefit Dinner!

For over a decade, the Mosaic Foundation has promoted global 
understanding and worked to improve the lives of women and girls 
around the world.  Mosaic’s partnership with AMIDEAST this year 
assures that even more lives will be transformed.

Your support provides high school girls with the opportunity to 
acquire the knowledge and skills, as well as gain the confidence, 

to succeed as entrepreneurs.  Worlds of opportunity will open 
for these girls, breaking the cycle of poverty and giving them the 
power to create a better future for themselves and their families.  

Thank you for joining the Mosaic Foundation and AMIDEAST in 
this important effort.  Have a wonderful celebration!

        With best wishes,
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Inspiring Women,  
Expanding Horizons

This year Mosaic honors the lives and accomplishments of women 

across the globe on our Committee of Inspiring Leaders. Tonight, we 

share the story of Arab women who embody the spirit of innovation 

and determination that is evident in some of the world’s most 

enduring leaders. They have expanded the horizons of opportunity 

in their countries, and serve as examples to future generations of 

Arab women who strive to excel and succeed in their footsteps. 

AMIDEAST, founded in 1951 to strengthen the bonds of  understanding 
and cooperation between the peoples of  America and of  the Middle 
East and North Africa, is the 2008 Mosaic Foundation Major Beneficiary 
Grant recipient.  AMIDEAST will implement the Entrepreneurship Awareness 
Program, a pilot project that equips innovative young women from 
disadvantaged communities in Yemen, Tunisia, and Oman with the skills, 
knowledge, and technology necessary to succeed in their competitive local 
job markets. This program will inspire high school juniors to achieve their 
dreams to take their place as leaders in their societies.

Committee of Inspiring Leaders

THE MOSAIC FOUNDATION is committed to nurturing and encouraging 
this entrepreneurial spirit in the worldÕs women and children. Started 
eleven years ago by 17 spouses of the Arab Ambassadors posted to the 
United States, the Foundation works dutifully toward that day when 
every child goes to bed safe and well fed, when every woman fulfills the 
measure of her potential according to the dictates of her aspirations, and 
when every culture finds itself the good steward of dignity and mutual 
respect for all citizens of our planet. 

•••



Committee of Inspiring Leaders

H.E. Dr. Rawya Al Busaidy
Minister of  Higher Education, Oman

Khadija Al-Salami
Film Producer, Yemen

H.E. Dr. Sharifa Al Yahyai
Minister of  Social Development, Oman

Dr. Suad M. Bin Amer  
Medical Researcher, Kingdom of  Saudi Arabia

Dr. Aicha Barki
Literacy Advocate, Algeria

Zahra Bebas
Artist, Libya

Deema Bibi
Eisenhower Fellow, Jordan

Mabrouka Bsekri
Social Scientist, Libya

Hamdah Harizi
Luxury Goods Importer, United Arab Emirates

Marilyn Harris
Energy Executive, USA

Dr. Rima Khalaf  Hunaidi
Economist, Jordan

HRH Princess Moudi bint Khalid
Heritage Preservationist, Kingdom of  Saudi Arabia

Safa Muhammad Nagi
Political Scientist, Libya

Dr. Salima Naji
Architect, Morocco

Dina Habib Powell
Corporate Philanthropist, USA

Hon. Selwa Roosevelt 
Diplomat, USA

Soraya Salti
Social Entrepreneur, Jordan

Donna Shalala 
President, University of  Miami, USA

Helen Thomas
Journalist, USA



                       May 6, 2008
Dear Friends,

We are delighted to welcome you to our Eleventh Annual Benefit Dinner. Tonight 
we spotlight the lives, stories and achievements of distinguished women who are 
beacons of  inspiration to those around them. Their significant contributions and 
influence for good is being felt in their homes, their societies, and the world.  

MosaicÕs Year of  the Woman began with the award of  our eleventh Major 
Beneficiary grant to AMIDEAST.  Started nearly six decades ago to increase 
understanding between the peoples of  our regions, AMIDEAST joins worthy 
organizations who have partnered with Mosaic to improve the lives of  women and 
children, and increase understanding of  the Arab World in the United States.

Together, AMIDEAST and Mosaic will soon launch the Entrepreneurship Awareness 
Program. This pilot project will equip disadvantaged young women in Yemen, 
Tunisia, and Oman with tools necessary to succeed in their future endeavors. We 
truly believe this innovative program will brighten the path for many of the regionÕs 
disadvantaged young women, and hope it will serve to create future generations of 
inspiring women leaders like those joining us this evening.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Mosaic Foundation and the women of 
the Arab World whose lives have been positively impacted by the work of Mosaic, 
we thank each and every one of you for being here tonight. We are grateful for your 
commitment to our stewardship as we help expand the horizons of  hope and 
opportunity for the worldÕs women and children. 

We wish you a pleasant evening filled with friendship and discovery of  all that is 
innovative, entrepreneurial and inspiring in the eyes of todayÕs Arab woman.

Sincerely,

Nermin A. Fahmy
Chairman and President

Ilse Kherbi
Chair, 2008 Annual Benefit Dinner



Donors
The Mosaic Foundation is most grateful for the generous financial support of the following 

Corporations, Foundations, and Individuals:  Underwriters ($125,000-$75,000), 
Benefactors ($50,000), Sponsors ($30,000-$20,000), Patrons ($15,000-$10,000), 

Supporters ($5,000), Donors ($3,000-$2,000), and Friends ($1,500-$500).

ExxonMobil 
Chevron

ConocoPhillips
Saudi Aramco

Shell
Occidental Petroleum

American International Group
American International Services

Anadarko Petroleum
Embassy of  the United Arab Emirates

Ferrell Law
Fluor

General Motors

Hess Corporation
HSBC Bank USA
IPR Group
Lockheed Martin
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia
The Loeffler Group
Valero Energy

Sponsors

Benefactors

Underwriters

General Dynamics
HRH Princess Haifa Al-Faisal

Marathon Oil
Neiman Marcus 

Raytheon Company
The Boeing Company

Stefano Ricci and Jay Strongwater, Guest Favors
Patton Boggs, Legal Advisor



Donors
(continued)

Nourah Alabduljabber
AMIDEAST

Baker Hughes
Contrack International

Cotecna
DLA Piper
Doha Bank

Embassy of the State of Qatar

Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Halliburton
Dr. Mostafa Hamdy
M. Taher Helmy
PepsiCo 
Qorvis Communications
Saks Fifth Avenue
Roger and Vicki Sant

BP
Philip and Geda Condit

Doyle New York

Embassy of Libya
J.E. Roberts Companies
White & Case

Masud and Cidalia Akbar
Ab and Sharon AlKassim

Firas and Melika Al-Kawas
Rafic and Kathryn Bizri

Katherine Brittain Bradley
William and Buffy Cafritz

John and April Delaney
William and Sonnie Dockser

Sedi Flugelman
Stephen and Diana Goldberg

Kathleen Hamdy

Patricia E. Howar 
Shahin Mafi
Hon. Frederic and Marlene Malek
Ernest and Sally Marx
National Geographic Society
Dr. Talal M. Nsouli
Nancy Howar OÕSullivan 
Susan S. Pence
Hon. Thomas and Alice Pickering
U.S.-Arab Economic Forum
Rhonda Wilkins

American International Group
ANERA

The Ballard Group
Helen Boyle

Mr. and Mrs. Arnaud de Borchgrave
Fadila Calnan

William Crispin and Maureen E. Mahoney
Mofik Deak and Fatima Abdulsamad

Ambassador Tomas Duenas
Dr. and Mrs. Mouradi Elchahal

Nancy McElroy Folger 
Hassan Habib

HH MedStar Health
Ray and Shaista Mahmood

Amb. Clovis Maksoud
Hon. and Mrs. Thomas F. McLarty, III

Moroccan-American Cultural Center

H.E. Marwan Muasher
Hiam Nawas
Amb. Robert and Pamela Pelletreau
Shahnaz Quraishi
Raffa Wealth Management
Eden W. Rafshoon
Colonel Joseph and Amanda Ramsey
Douglas and Michelle Rathbun
ResCare International
Betty H. Sams
Marjorie Ann Scott
Joe and Denise Shehadeh
Gabrielle Summers
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
The Gabriel Company
Melanne Verveer
Versace

Patrons

Supporters

Donors

Friends

As of  April 27, 2008

Lisa Gordon-Hagerty and Walter Houston

The Coca-Cola Company

Wolfensohn Family Foundation

Katherine C. Yasin



Menu

Appetizer

Arab Medley

First Course

Jumbo Lump Crab and

Hearts of Palm Tower

Main Course

Filet Mignon 

Caramelized Onion and Fig Chutney

Whipped Celery Root and Potato

Haricots Verts, Portobello Mushrooms

Dessert

Chocolate Fudge SoufflŽ and

Pistachio Coated Vanilla Bean Ice Cream

Aprés Dinner Reception

Traditional Arabic Sweets

Moroccan Tea and Arabic Coffee



Mosaic Foundation

Benefit Committee

Amb. and Mrs. Hasan Abdel Rahman
Mr. Richard A. Abdoo

Elias and Annette Aburdene
Ab and Sharon Alkassim

Dr. and Mrs. Firas Al-Kawas
Mr. and Mrs. Arnaud de Borchgrave

Rep. Marsha Blackburn
Dr. Susan Blumenthal
Thomas H. Boggs, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. David D. Bosch
William and Buffy Cafritz

Karim and Jennifer Camel-Toueg
Phil and Geda Condit

April McClain-Delaney
Debbie Dingell

Bill and Sonnie Dockser
Nancy H. Dutton
A. Huda Farouki

Hani and Mariam Findakly
Sedi Flugelman

Amb. Edward M. Gabriel and Kathleen Linehan
Stephen and Diane Goldberg

Dr. Mostafa Hamdy
Lisa Gordon-Hagerty

Kenneth M. Hardie
M. Taher Helmy

Michael and Randa Fahmy Hudome

Amb. Theodore Kattouf
Ray and Shaista Mahmood
Amb. Clovis Maksoud
Marlene A. Malek
Hon. and Mrs. Thomas F. McLarty, III
Mrs. Nancy Howar OÕSullivan
Amb. Robert and Pamela Pelletreau
Hon. Thomas and Alice Pickering
Eden Rafshoon
Rep. and Mrs. Nick Rahall
Col. and Mrs. Joseph Ramsey
Hon. Selwa Roosevelt
Amb. William A. Rugh
Hon. and Mrs. George R. Salem
Betty H. Sams
Joe and Denise Shehadeh
Martha Slagle
Rep. Hilda L. Solis
Senator and Mrs. Ted Stevens
Gabrielle Summers
Rep. and Mrs. John Tanner
Charles Temkin and Susan OÕHearn Temkin
Rep. and Mrs. Tom Udall
Melanne Verveer
Amb. and Mrs. Edward S. Walker, Jr.
Mrs. William Webster
Rhonda Wilkins

Ilse Kherbi 
BENEFIT  CHAIR

Naima Besikri-Aujali Fatma Ghobash
BENEFIT  VICE CHAIRS

Samia Farouki 
CHAIR

Gala Benefit Executive Committee



Cultural Performances

OZOMATLI, fresh off  their State Department sponsored ÒDiversity RocksÓ 
tour to the Arab World, take their name from the Nahuatl word for the Aztec 
astrological symbol of the monkey god of dance, fire, and music.

Prompted by the tragedies of September 11th to find commonalities between 
the Arab World and the West, Ozomatli became determined to bring their 
message of cross-cultural understanding and respect to their audiences. They 
seek to showcase the true beauty and versatility of  world heritage, and blend 
the Arab arts with all of the worlds cultures in their music. They made a further 
commitment to a new direction in music, embracing North African and Arab 
musical styles by incorporating the diverse rythms and artistic traditions into a 
sound that is uniquely their own.

SHAWKAT SAYYAD has performed traditional Arabic music for over 50 years. 
Through the course of  his career, he has introduced the rhythms and melodies of the 
Arab World to audiences including invitations to perform for American Presidents 
Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter and the United States Congress.

Tonight, Mr. Sayyad will perform traditional Arab music on the oud, the 
quintessential string instrument of  the Arab World. Introduced to Spain by the 
Arabs in the Middle Ages, the oud is considered to be the precursor to the European 
lute, and is one of  the many contributions of  Arab civilization to the Western World.

The Mosaic Foundation is delighted to share some of the musical heritage  

of the Arab World and its influence on Western music. Ozomatli will 

perform a contemporary North American interpretation of Arabic music.  

Following dinner, Shawkat Sayyad will play traditional melodies on the 

‘oud’, the time-honored instrument of the Arab World.

•••



Mosaic Foundation Board of Trustees

Nermin A. Fahmy
Chairman and President

EMBASSY OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT

Ilse Kherbi
Vice President for Planning and Financial Affairs

EMBASSY OF ALGERIA

Nevine Hassouna
Vice President for Programs and Public Outreach

LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES

Dr. Rafif Al-Sayed Moustapha
Secretary

EMBASSY OF THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

Kathleen El Maaroufi
Treasurer

TERM TRUSTEE

The trustee positions from Mauritania 
and Sudan are currently vacant.

Salma Al Ghaillani 
EMBASSY OF THE SULTANATE OF OMAN

ChristÕl Safieh 
MISSION OF THE PLO

Afra Al-Mansouri
EMBASSY OF THE STATE OF QATAR

Dr. Naila Al-Sowayel
ROYAL EMBASSY OF  SAUDI ARABIA

Dalenda Hachana 
EMBASSY OF TUNISIA

Fatma Ghobash
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Bushra Al-Eryani 
EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

Sheikha Iman Al-Thani 
TERM TRUSTEE

Dr. Cherifa Benammour Al-Balooshi 
EMBASSY OF THE  KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN 

Amina Farah Olhaye
EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF DJIBOUTI

May Sumaidaie
EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF IRAQ

HRH Princess Sarah Zeid
EMBASSY OF THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN

Sheikha Rima Al-Sabah 
EMBASSY OF THE STATE OF KUWAIT

Nicole Chedid
EMBASSY OF LEBANON

Naima Besikri 
EMBASSY OF LIBYA

Maria Felice Mekouar 
EMBASSY OF THE KINGDOM OF MOROCCO




